








THE 


A asoache udetts 
MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 























—— -- ——— + + ee 


JANUARY, 1806. [ Vol. Il. 





No. 8.] 











THE RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF CORNELIUS. 


ELIGIOUS example affords the molt profitable inftruc- 

tion. We read our duty in the Scriptures, and hear it 

urged from the pulpit with inattention, but when religious ex- 

ample is fet before us, we feel interefled. This fhews us that 

our duty may be performed. The Scriptures abound with this 

mode of inftruction. ‘They afford many inftances of thofe, 
who lived religion. 

Cornelius was one, whofe pious example is worthy of imita- 
tion. He was “ a devout man, and one who feared God with 
all his houfe, who gave much alms to the people, and prayed 
to God alway.” An excellent character is here given of this 
Gentile ; a character, to which many profefled Chriftians have 
no juft claim. 

1. He was “a devout man,” which implies, that accord- 
ing to the light he had, he was truly religious, fincerely de- 
voted to the fervice of the one true God, in whofe being and 
perfections he believed, though he was an uncircumcifed Gen- 
tile. He was a centurion, commander of an hundred foldiers 
in the Roman army, where men would generally think them- 
felves excufed from attending to religion ; but he was devotion- 
al and religious. The care and embarraflments of a com. 
manding officer did not divert his attention from the fervice of 
God. He had felf-denial, religious fortitude, and elevation of 
mind enough to maintain a religious character, amidft all the 
temptations of a military life. We may fuppofe, that he was a 
fingular inftance of true religion, in the neighbourhood in 
which he lived. He was furrounded with heathen idolaters, 
and fuperftitious and hypocritical Jews, who would naturally 
No. 8. Vol. IIT. Mu oppete 
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oppofe him, with their influence and example ; but a belief in 
the being of a holy and jut God, of the folemn account that 
all mult foon give at his tribunal, and of the approaching 
fcenes of eternity, gave folemnity to his mind, and raifed him 
above the frowns ot a {cofting world. 

2. Cornelius maintained family religion, he was “ one whe 
feared God with all his houfe.”” He lived in a family ftate at 
Cefarea, and was probably the commander of the life guard of 
Felix, the Roman ‘governor. Mention is: made of his houte- 
hold fervants, and of a devout foldier who waited on him con- 
tinvally. Notcnly did he fear the Lord himielf, but By his in- 
ftruction, example, and. authority he maintained religion in his 


family.””"He was prayiig’in his houfe when the angel of the 


Lord -appeared to him. «In fearing the Lord with all his 
houte, he imitated the faints who lived before him. God: faid 
ef Abraham, “1 know him, that he will command his chil- 
dren, and his houfehold after him, and they fhall keep the ways 
of the Lord, to do jultice and judgment.”” What was Jofhua’s 
refolution? “As for me and my houfe, we will ferve the 
hord.”” The day that Zaceheus received Chrift, falvation 
came to’ his houfe. Cornelius “feared the Lord with all his 
houfe.” Of what avail is- his religion, who has none in his 
own family ? What if he have great zeal, and appear like a 
faint, or an angel abroad, if he do not fear and worfhip the 
Lord in his own houfe ? Such was not the religion of Corne- 
ius. Behold him! engaged in the duties of family religion. 
fnftructing his houfehold, reminding them of the danger of 
fin, fetting them an example of fobricty, temperance, jultice, 
and difercetnefs m behaviour and converfation ; obferving 
ftated feafons for daily prayer, when his family could ufually 
attend, and unite in the worfhip ef God ; governing his houfe 
and reitraining vice ; 10 that the idle, the vicious, the profane, 
and the Sabbath-breaker, could find no peace in his houfe. Ye - 
prayerlefs and irreligious parents in a Chriftian land, behold 
the conduct of this devout Gentile, and learn to fear the Lord 
with your houfeholds. 

3- Cornelius was kd to the poor. He “gave much alms 
to the people.” ‘Fhis conciliated the efteem of the Jews. He 
was of good report among the Jews. Proud and felfifh people 
love thofe who love them, or thofe who beftow favours upon 
them ; hence the Jews efleemed Cornelius. But this was not 
all his reward. ‘The angel faid to him, “ Thy prayers and 
thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.” His 
charity was fuch as God approved, a cheerful expreflion of 
love to God and men. “ God loveth a cheerful giver.” The 
law of kindnefs was written upon his. heart, “with the Spirit 
of the living God.” His faith produced works. He did ~ 
ay 
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fay to the poor, “ Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled,” 
without opening his ftores for their relief. A Lazarus did not 
lie at his gate in extreme want, while he fared fumptuoufly 
every day. He was not deaf to the cries of the dittreffed. 
How different -was‘his:charity from the.boafted generofity of 
the men of the world, who give that they may be thought 
generous and charitable? Said our Saviour, “ Take heed that 
ye do not your alms to:be feen of men. But when thou dolt 
alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doth: 
that thine alms may be in fecret: and thy Father, who feeth 
in fecret, himfelf fhall reward thee openly.” Cornelius gave 
alms.in 2 manner acceptable to Ged, not to be feen of men, 
and obtain their applaufe. Wedo not hear him boatting of 
his generofity to the poor, and of the good he has done in this 
way. But the facred hiftorian relates, that “he gave much 
alms to the people.” The angel teftified, that his prayers and 
his alms had come up for a memorial before God. 
Cornelius.was a. manof prayer. He “ prayed to God al- 
way.” Not that.he fpent all his time in the.duty of prayer ; 
for he had many other duties to attend upon. But he obferv- 
ed ftated feafons.of prayer, which were at the time of the morn- 
ing and evening facrifice. Thefe were ftated feafons of prayer 
among the Jews. Their prayers were offered with their facri- 
fices, denoting that prayer can be heard only through Chrift, 
the all-atoning facrifice. While Zacharias executed the prieft’s 
_office, and went into the temple to burn incenfe, “the whole 
multitude of the people were praying without, at the time of 
aincenfe.” 

Cornelius was a profelyte to the Jewifh religion, as many of 
the Gentiles were. Some were called profelytes of righteouf- 
nefs, and had a right to all the privileges of natural Jews. 
Others were called profelytes.of the gate, and were ftill con- 
fidered, by the Jews, unclean. Cornelius was a profelyte of 
the gate, and obferved the Jewifh ftated feafons for prayer. 
He prayed to God always at the time of the morning and ev- 
ening facrifice. He was at prayer in his houfe at the time of 
the evening facrifice, which was the ninth hour, as the Jews 
reckoned time, but three o’clock in the afternoon according te 
our reckoning, when tke angel of God appeared to him, and 
direéted him to fend for Peter. Relating this event, four days 
afterward, he fays, “ Four days ago, 1 was fafting until this 
hour, and at the ninth hour 1 was praying in my houfe, and 
behold, a man ftood before me in bright clothing, and faid, 
@ornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in re- 
membrance in the fight of God.” He was praying in his fam- 
ily when the angel appeared to him. MHoufe means family, as 
above, he “ feared God, with all his houfe.” His praying 
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alway, evidently means, that he prayed in his family conftant- 
ly, at the time of the morning and evening facrifice. Reader, 
if you are a parent, ora malter of a family, go ye, and de 
likewife. 

5. Cornelius was willing to hear and receive the truth, con- 
cerning Jefus Chrift, when he had an opportunity. Previous 
to his being taught by Peter, he was ignorant of the crucified 
and rifen Saviour. He had love to God, and being conver- 
fant with the Jews, to whom were committed the oracles of 
God, we may fuppofe, that he was acquainted with the Jewifh 
Scriptures, and believed in the promife of the Saviour. This 
was all the faith men could have, and all that God required, be- 
fore the incarnation of Chrift. But after Chrift came, and was 
crucified, rofe again, and afcended into heaven, faith in him, 
as the rifen Saviour, was neceflary ; hence God fent an angel 
to direé&t Cornelius where to obtain a preacher. Cornelius 
was willing to hear the truth, for he immediately fent for Pe- 
ter, when :. was commanded. He made a free and open de- 
claration of fincerity. He did not fay to the apoftle ; we have 
been at great pains and expenfe to fend for you, you ought, 
therefore, to preach fo as to afford us agreeable entertainment, 
that we need not regret our pains. But, he faid to Peter, 
“ Thou halt well done that thou art come. Now, therefore, 
are we all here prefent before God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God.” We are all here in the prefence of 
the omnifcient God. You are his minifter. Make a full de- 
claration of the truth. We will hear whatever God com- 
mands you to deliver. Having heard the truth concerning 
Chrift, he heartily received it, and was baptized in the name 
of the Lord. 

REMARK I. Thofe, who have any degree of holinefs, 
have hearts prepared to receive the truth concerning Chrift, 
and his falvation, when it is held up to their view. <A fmall 
degree of holinefs, in men, does not imply, that they un- 
derftand all the dodtrines of Chrift. Cornelius was a good 
man, before the angel appeared to him, but he ftood in great 
need of being inftructed in the doétrines of Chrift, and when 
he was inftructed, he heartily received the truth. 

Babes in Chrift have a new heart, and there is a foundation 
laid for them to approve the doétrines of the gofpel, when 
they are plainly brought into view. Their hearts are prepar- 
ed to receive the doétrine of total depravity, particular élec- 
tion, regeneration by fpecial grace, juftification by faith, unre- 
ferved fubmiffion ; the doétrine of the eternal and immutable 
purpofe of God, concerning the final perfeverance of believers ; 
and all thofe doctrines which leave them guilty and dependent 
in the hands of the fovereign God. Thofe, whofe hearts are 
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in no degree prepared to receive thefe doétrines, when plainly 
and fairly held up to their view, are in no degree prepared for 
the fociety and employments of heaven. 

REMARK II. Thofe are accepted by God, who condu& 
according to the means of light and knowledge they enjoy. 
Cornelius did this, and he was accepted by God. Jehovah 
does not expeét to reap where he hath not fown. He is not a 
hard mafter. He requires the improvement of no more tal- 
ents than he hath given. He proceeds according to the ever- 
lafting laws of righteoufnefs. He now approves, and will for- 
ever approve, the actions of thofe, who conduct according to 
the means’of light and knowledge they have. It is no crime 
in the heathen not to believe the gofpel, which they never 
heard, but they are guilty for not loving and obeying the true 
God, the invifible things of whom are clearly feen, by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead ; 
that God, whom devout Cornelius, though naturally a hea- 
then, feared, with all his houfe, and to whom he prayed alway. 
God does not always approve the conduét of thofe, who act ac- 
cording to what they do really know, or what they think is 
right ; for we may be wilfully ignorant of our duty after we 
have had fufficient means of knowing it. If we mif-improve 
the means of light and knowledge we have, and aé fincerely 
according to our knowledge, but miftake and do wrong ; our 
fincerity does not diminifh our crime. If an ambaflador neg- 
Jet the inftructions of his prince, and conduét the important 
bufinefs of his meflage, according to his own knowledge and 
judgment, but directly contrary to his direétions, will his prince 
approve his conduct on account of his fincerity? Should the 
ambafladors of Chrift, the Prince of peace, negleé his inftruc- 
tions, and enter upon the important bufinefs of their miflion, 
according to their own knowledge and judgment, but contra- 
ry to the directions of their Mafter, would He approve of their 
conduét on the account of their fincerity ? 

The Holy Scriptures are the rule of duty for all who live in 
a Chriftian land. God hath fully and plainly revealed, what ° 
we muft believe and prattice, in order to be faved. Now, if 
we neglect the Bible, or read it but feldom, and with prejudiced 
minds, and conduct according to what we fincerely fuppofe to 
be right, but contrary to the divine rule, will the holy and juk 
God approve our actions, becaufe we are fincere ? 

REMARK III. Not thofe who are fincerely finful, but 
thofe who are fincerely holy are approved by God. Cornelius 
was fincerely devout, fincere in fearing the Lord, fincere in his 
charity, fincerely prayerful, and fincere in his defire to know 
and embrace the truth ; and God approved his fincerity. But 
at the fame time there were thoufands of heathen, who were 
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fincere worfhippers of devils and dumb idols, and thoufands of 
Jews, who rejected Chrift, becaufe they fincerely thought, that 
he was animpoftor. The fincerity of thefe God did not ap- 
prove. If there may be an atheift at all, there may be a fin- 
cere one. There are fincere deilts, fincere focinians, fincere ar- 
minians, fincere univerfalifts, fincere moralifts, and fincere hyp- 
ocrites ; but we mutt be fincere Chriftians in order to be ap- 
proved by God. After men refift the cleareft evidence of 
truth, and choofe darknefs rather than light; and through in- 
dolence, pride, or diflike to gofpel do&rines, negie& the means 
of knowing the truth and their duty, they are extremely fond 
of believing, that they are fincere in their opinions and praétice. 
But it is becaufe men love not the truth, that they embrace er- 
ror. How many in a Chriftian land fhut their eyes againft the 
light of the gofpel, believe a lie, and rufh headlong to de- 
ftruction, flattering themfelves, that they are fincere ? 

REMARK IV. The example of Cornelius is worthy of the 
ymitation of all mafters of families, parents, heads of families : 
learn from the example of this devout and prayerful Gentile to 
maintain a religious influence over your families. By your 
inftruction, example, authority and prayers, compel thofe of 
your houfehold to look up to you, as devout fearers of God. 
By fuch religious influence, God reftrains open vice, and trains 
up many fons and daughters for glory. In proportion as this 
influence fails, youth will become corrupt in their morals, and 
the rifing generation will wallow “in fin without reftraint. 
However gloomy things may appear in this refpe&, there is 
reafon to believe that parents will never all become ungodly, 
fo that there will be no religious influence in heads of fami- 
lies. The gates of hell will never fo far prevail againft the 
church. There will be here and there a Cornelius, a devout 
man, who will fear God with all his houfe. Such are the falt 
of the earth. 

You cannot maintain a religious influence over your fami- 
lies, unlefs you pray with them as Cornelius did. If you are ir- 
religious and prayerlefs, though your natural authority be ever 
fo good, you wiil have no religious influence over your houfe- 
holds ; they will not look up to you as exemplary fearers of 
God. 

To fear God with your houfeholds implies, that you reftrain 
them from open vice and immorality ; that you do not coun- 
tenanee profanenefs, gaming, nor balls, in your houfes ; nor 
fuffer your children, when in your abfence, to frequent the fo- 
ciety of drunkards, gamblers, or profane fwearers, nor to join 
in fcenes of diflipation. If you fay, that you cannot reftrain 
your children from fafhionable vicious courfes, where is the 
blame ? Have you been faithful? Will you have any excufe 
t@ 
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to offer at the laft day, for not fearing God with all your 
houfe ? 

In this connexion, let it be afked, Is there not a very great im- 
propriety in religious parents placing their children in irreligious 
families to be brought up? Or in giving them liberty, when 
young, to choofe their place of refidence among the vicious 
and profane ? Do not fuch parents break the folemn covenant 
obligations, which they have taken upon themfelves, to train 
up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ? 
How can they fulfil this engagement when they commit the 
care of their children to the enemies of religion ? 

To fear God with your houfeholds implies, that you teach 
them to remember the Sabbath-day and keep it holy, and fee 
that they attend the public worfhip of God. You will not al- 
low your children to loiter at home on the Sabbath, to wander 
abroad where they pleafe, nor to fpend the day in idlenedfs. 
Children, thus indulged, contract habits of defpifing the wor- 
fhip of God, which they will probably retain as long as they 
live. Under the burden of fuch guilt, our land now mourns, 
and will continue to mourn, till parents learn to imitate the 
example of Cornelius. . 


AMICUS. 


a . |} 





To the Editors of the Massacuusetrtrs M. MacGazinez. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IN your Magazine, Vol. I]. page 478, I find two queflions pro- 
pofed, to which, I prefume, anfwers were expeGed: As fuch the fol- 


lewing are offered. 


JAMES. 
9, xf “ PERSON wifhes to join my church. He 


gives us fufficient evidence that he is a fub- 
ject of grace. I afked him if he had been baptized. He faid, 
his mother owned her covenant, and had her children baptized 
when they were young. Can I confider him to be a baptized 
perion ?” 


4, Yes, you can and muft confider him to be a baptized 
perfon. 

His mother owned her covenant. ‘The whole weight of the ob- 
jection againft confidering the perfon as being baptized, refts 
on this circumftance. The doubt is, whether the mother, who 
owned her covenant, were to be confidered as a profeffed Chrif- 
tian ; and, if not, whether fhe could, with propriety, procure 

bapti{m 
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baptifm for her child. To remove this doubt, I would afk, 
What covenant did fhe own? Did it amount to a profeffion of 
her faith in Chrift? Was it not, in fubftance, the fame that 
Chriltians own, when they are admitted to full communion with 
a church ? I have had fome acquaintance in places where the cuf- 
tom of owning the covenant (as it is called) has obtained : and L 
never perceived any eflential difference between the covenant 
made ufe of in that cafe, and the one ufed in the admiffion of per- 
fons to full communion. Each fully implied a profeffion of faith 
in Chrift. In fuch a cafe, I fhould confider the mother as a profefl- 
ed Chriftian, and as fuch having a right to any fpecial ordinance : 
And, if fhe were fo biafled by education, or any other means, as 
to confider one ordinance as being more folemn or holy than 
the other; and while fhe dared not come to the Lord’s fup- 
per, yet offered her child in baptifm; I fhould confider her 
child as really baptized, as though the had been in full com. 
munion with the church. 


9,2. “A Baptift requefts that he may commune with my 
church next Lord’s-day. -What fhall be my anfwer ? If immer- 


jfion is not the mode of baptifm prefcribed in the word of Ged, 


then he has not been baptized.” 

A. If any particular mode of baptifm be prefcribed in Scrip- 
ture, fo that conformity to the mode be eflential to a compli- 
ance with the ordinance, then there might be room for fuch a 
queftion. But is that the cafe? Where do we find the mode 
prefcribed? Is there one text in the Bible, which afferts, that 
the apoftles, in baptizing, {prinkled with water ; or poured on 
water ; or immerfed in water? I know of zo /uch pailage. 
That water was ufed is evident. The eunuch faid to Philip, 
“ See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized ?”’ 
But the mode of applying water in the ordinance of baptifm is 
not prefcribed. ‘To fay, then, that one has not $een baptized, 
becaufe there was too much water, or too little, ufed in what was 
called baptizing him, cannot be vindicated, without producing 
fome text of Scripture, which fhews that God hath exprefsly 
pointed out a particular mode, either by a precept, or an apoi- 
tolic example. No fuch text can be produced. It mult be 
prefumed, then, that if water hath been applied to a perfon by 
a minifter of Chrift, in the name of the Farner and of the 
Son and of the Hory Guosrt, that perfon mult be confidered 
as a baptized perfon. 
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‘SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LATE 


Riv. JOHN BERRIDGE. 


HE Rev. Joun Berrivce was born in 1716, at King= 

fton, in Nottinghamfhire. In the 15th yearof his age 
he was convinced of the finfulnefs of fin, and the neceflity of 
being born again, not of the will of man, nor of the will of the 
flefh, but of God. 

He was fent to the univerfity at Cambridge in the roth year 
of his age, and in 1749 began his miniftry at Stapleford, near 
Cambridge ; where he preached for feveral years with zeal 
and faithfulnefs, but with little fuceefs. In 1755 he was ad- 
mitted to the viearage of Everton in Bedfordthire, where he 
continued till his death. : 

From his own memorandums found among his papers fince 
his deceafe, it appears he was a ftranger to that faith which pu- 
rifies the heart, works by love, and makes Chrift‘all in all to 
the believing foul, till the year 1757 ; and therefore went about 
preaching up the righteoufnefs of the creature, inftead of the 
merits and righteouinefs of Jefus Chrift alone, for acceptance 
with God.* 

Yn the following year it pleafed the Lord of his infinite mer- 
cy,to open the eyes of his mind, to fee his error, and make him 
to cry.out, “ Lord, if 1 am right, keep me fo ; but if I am not, 
make me fo.” 

A few days after this, his earneft and conftant prayer was 
granted ; he was led by the bleffed Spirit to acknowledge the 
infufficiency of good works to merit the divine favour, and ac- 
cordingly renounced them ;+ he was taught the neceflity of 
believing in the dear Redeemer alone for life and falvation, and 
joyfully received and depended on him, as the only Saviour 
from the wrath to come ; agreeable to the declaration of an in- 
{fpired apoftle, Adtsiv. 12. Neither is falvation in any other ; for 
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
muft be faved. 

From this time he truly found his preaching was not in vain 
inthe Lord ; for he had many bright and eminent feals added 
to his miniftry, which were his joy in life, and fhall doubtlefs 
be his crown of rejoicing when time fhall be no more. Amon 
thefe was the Rev. Mr. Hicks, a clergyman, of Wreftlingworth, 
about four miles from Everton, who became a very ufeful man, 

and 

* This made it no wonder that his ministrations were no more blest to 
the souls of others than his own. 

t In point of dependence, as anywise meritorious in the sight of God. 
No. 8. Val. Ill. Nx 
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and often accompanied him in his itinerant labours from place 

to place.* 

f A few years before the Rev. Mr. Whitefield died, Mr. B. 
came to preach at the Tabernacle in: Moorfields, and continued 
to do fo annually till 1793 ; he intended to have come the be- 
ginning of that year, and was expected by his numerous friends 
both at Moorfields and-at Tottenham-court ; but they were 
mournfully difappointed, by receiving the melancholy tidings 
of his deceafe. On the zoth of January he came down into his 
parlour as ufual, but, through increafing weaknefs and debility, 

‘ * with great difficulty reached his chamber in the evening. Some 
| little time after he went to bed, he appeared to be ftruck with 
death ; his face was contracted ; and his fpeech faltered ; and 
inthis fitvation he continued till about three o’clock on Tuef- 
day morning, whien he calmly entered into the joy of his Lord, 
in the /ewenty fixth year of his age. 

On.the following Sabbath his remains were interred in his 
owtr parifh church yard, attended by weeping thoufands, who 
truly loved him living, and fincerely mourn his lofs. .The Rev. 
Mr. Simeon; a pious clergyman of Cambridge, preached his 
funeral fermon from 2 Timothy, iv. 7, 8, to a very numerous 
and deeply affected congregation. 

May the great Lord-of the harveft, while he fees fit to re- 
move fuch bright and fhining lights in the church, fend forth 
more fuch faithful labourers into the harveft! for the harvelt is- 
truly great, but fuch faithful and eminent labourers are but 


few. G. W. 
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AN EPITAPH 


INSCRIBED ON HIS TOMB STONE. 


Here lie 
The earthly remains of 
JOHN BERRIDGE, 
Late Vicar of Everton, 
And an itinerant Servant of Jesus Cuaist, 
Who loved his Mafter and his work’; 
And after running on his errands many years, 
Was caught up to wait on him above. 
Poe Reader ! 
te ie Art thou born again ? 
No falvation without a new birth. 


* A few nronths after Mr. B. was called out of (what may not’im- 
properly be styled) drminian darkness, into the Ca/lvinistic light of the 
gospel, he saw it his duty to itinerate, or to extend the sphere of his 
usefulness by becoming a travelling preacher ; emboldened by the suc- 
cess the. late Rev. G. Whitefield, and his lay preachers, met with i 
their itinerant labours. 
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I was born in fin, February, 1716 ; 
Remained ignorant of my fallen ftate till 1730; 
Lived proudly on ‘faith and works for falvation till 1754; 
Admitted to Everton vicarage 1755 ; 
Fled to Jesus alone for refuge 1756 ; 
Fell afleep in Chrif January 22d, 1793. 





AN INTERVIEW 
WITH THE LATE REV. MR. BERRIDGE. 


About two years ago a friend of mine wifhing to enjoy an 
hour or two of Mr. B.’s company, rode over to Everton for 
that purpofe. He was introduced by a diflenting minifter in 
the neighbourhood, with whom Mr. B. lived upon terms of 
friendfhip. When feated, my friend requefted Mr. B. if 
agreeable, to favour them with a few outlines of his life. The 
venerable old man began, and related feveral things. I have 
felected the following, which 1 think will not be uninterefting. 

“ Soon after I began,” faid he, “to preach the Gofpel of 
‘Chrift at Everton, the church was filled from the villages 
around us, and the neighbouring clergy felt themfelves ‘hurt at 
their churches being deferted, ‘The ’{quire of my own parifh, 
too, was much offended. ° ‘He did not like to fee fo many ftrant 
gers, and to be fo incommoded. Between them both 4t wag 
refolved, if poffible, to turn me out of my living. For thit 
purpofe they complained of me to the bifhop of the diocefe; 
that I had preached out of my own parifh. I was foon after 
fent for by the bifhop; I did not much like my errand, but I 
‘went. 

« When J arrived, the bifhop accofted me in a very abrupt 
manner: ‘Well, Berridge, they tell me you go about preach- 
ing out of your own parifh. Did I inftitute you to the livings 
of A—y, or E—n, or P—n?” —‘ No, my lord,’ faid I, ‘neither 
do I claim any of thefe livings; the clergymen enjoy them un- 
difturbed by me.’—* Well, but you go and preach there, which 
you have no right to do.’—* It is true, my lord, I was one day 
at E—n, and there were a few poor people aflembled together, 
and I admonifhed them to repent of their fins, and to believe: 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift for the falvation of their fouls: and I 
remember feeing five or fix clergymen that day, my lord, all 
out of their own parifhes, upon E—n bowling-green.’—* Poh !” 
{aid his lordfhip, ‘1 tell you, you have no right to preach out of 
your own parifh ; and if you do not defift from it, you will very 
likely be fent to Huntingdon jail.’—*‘ As to that, my lord,’ 
faid I, ‘I have no greater liking to Huntingdon jail than other 
people; but I had rather go thither with a good confcience, 
than live at my liberty without one.’ 
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“Here his lordfhip looked very hard at me, and very gravely 
aflured me, ‘that I was befide myfelf, and that ina few months 
time I fhould either be better or worfe.’—‘ Then,’ faid I, ¢ my 
lord, you may make yourfelf quite happy in this bufinefs; for if I 
fhould be better, you fuppofe 1 fhall defift from this practice of 
my own accord ; and, if worfe, you need not fend me to Hunt- 
ingdon jail, as I fhall be provided with an accommodation in 
Bedlam.’ . 

“‘ His lordfhip now changed his mode of attack. Inftead of 
threatening, he began to entreat: ‘ Berridge,’ faid he, ‘you ~ 
know I have been your friend, and I with to be fo ftill. Lam 
continually teazed with the complaints of the clergymen arcuad 
yeu. Only aflure me that you will keep to your own parith ; 
you may do as you pleafe there. I have but little time to live ; 
do not bring down my grey hairs with forrow to the grave.’ 

* At this inftant two gentlemen were announced, who defired 
to {peak with his lordfhip. ‘ Berridge,’ faid he, ‘goto your 
inn, ahd come again at fuch an hour, and dine with me.’ I 
‘went, and on entering a private room, fell immediately upon 
gny knees. J could bear threatening, but knew not how to 
withitand entreaty ; efpecially the entreaty of a refpectable old 
man. At the appointed time I returned. At dinner I was 
qreated with great refpect. The two gentlemen alfo dined with 
us. I found they had been informed who I was, as they fome- 
times caft their eyes towards me in fome fuch manner as one 
would glance at‘a monfter. After dinner his lordfhip took me 
into the garden, ‘ Well, Berridge,’ faid he, ‘have you con- 
fidered of my requeft?” ‘I have, my lord,’ faid I, ‘and have 
been upon my knees concerning it.’ ‘ Well, and will you 
promifeme that you will preach no more out of your own par- 

fh? ‘It would afford me great pleafure,’ faid 1, ‘to com- 
ply with your lordthip’s reque(t, if I could do it with a good 
confcience. 1 am fatisfied, the Lord has blefled my labours of 
this kind, and I dare not defift.,—* A good confcience!’ faid 
his lordfhip ; ‘do you not know that it is contrary to the can- 
ons of the church ?—‘ There is one canon, my lord,’ I replied, 
‘which faith, Go preach the gofpel to EvERY CREATURE.’—‘ But 
why fhould you with to interfere with the charge of other men? 
one man cannot preach the gofpel to all _men.’—‘If they 
would preach the gofpel themfelves,’ faid I, ‘ there would be no 
need for my preaching it to their people ; but as they do not, I 
cannot-defift. His lordfhip then parted with me in fome dif- 

leafure. I returned home, not knowing what would befal me; 
but thankful to God that I had preferved a confcience void of 
offence. 

* J took no meafures for my own prefervation, but. Divine 


Providence wrought for me in a way that I never expected. 
When 
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When | was at Clare-hall, I was particularly acquainted with a 
fellow of that college ; and we were both upon terms of inti- 
macy with Mr. Pitt, the late lord Chatham, who was at that 
time alfo at the univertfity. 

“ This fellow of Clare-hall, when I began to preach the gof- 
pel, became my enemy, and did me fome injury in fome 
ecclefiaftical privileges which before time I had enjoyed. At 
length, however, when he heard that I was likely to come into 
trouble, and to be turned out of my living at Everton, his heart 
relented. He began to think, it feems, within himfelf, we fhall 
ruin this poor fellow among us. This was jult about the time 
that I was fent for by the bifhop, Of his own accord he writes 
a letter to Mr. Pitt, faying nothing about my methodifm, but 
to this effect: ‘Our old triend Berridge has got a living at 
Bedfordthire, and, I am informed, he has a ’fquire in his parifh, 
that gives hima dnal of trouble ; has accufed him to the bifhop 
of the diocefe, and, it is faid, will turn him out of the living: I 
wifh you could contrive to puta ftop to thefe proceedings.’ 
Mr. Pitt was at that time a young man, and not choofing to ap- 
ply to the bifhop himfelf, fpoke to a certain nobleman, to 
whom the bifhop was indebted for his promotion. This no- 
bleman, within a few days, made it his bufinefs to fee the bifh- 
op, who was then in London. ‘ My lord,’ faid he, ‘lam 
informed you have a very honeft fellow, one Berridge, in your 
diocefe, and that he has been ill-treated by a litigious ’fquire 
that lives in his parifh. He has accufed him, I am told, to 
your lordfhip, and withes to turn him out of his living. You 
would oblige me, my lord, if you would take no notice of 
that "quire, and not fuffer the honeft man to be interrupted in 
his living.” The bifhop was aftonifhed and could not imag- 
ine in what manner things could have thus got round: It wauld 
not do, however, to object; he was obliged to bow compli- 
ance, and fo I continued ever after in my fphere of aétion.’’* 

After this interefting narration was ended, which had alter-_ 
nately drawn {miles and tears from my friend and his com- 
panion, they requefted him to pray with them, one five minutes 
before they departed: * No,” faid the good old man, to my 
friend, “ you fhall pray with me.”—* Well, but if I begin, 
perhaps you will conclude.” Heconfented. After my friend 
had ended, he, without rifing from his knees, took up his peti- 
tions ; and, with fuch fweet folemnity, fuch holy familiarity 

with 

* The ’squire having waited on the bishop to know the result of the 
summons, had the mortification to learn, that his purpose was defeat- 
ed. Qn his return home, his partizans in this prosecution fled to know 
what was determined on, saying, *‘ Well, have you got the old devil 


out ?” He replied, “ No, nor do I think the very devil himself can get 
him out.” 
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with God, and fuch ardent love to Chrift, poured out his foul, _ 
that the like was feldom feen. They parted; and my friends” 


declares, he thinks he fhall never forget the favour of the in- 
trerview to his dying day. 
J. SUTCLIFFE. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. g. 
“ The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked ; 


whe can know it ?”? 


No. VL. 
( Continued from page 251.) 


T is the objeé& of this number to confider the deceitfulnefs 
of the human‘ heart, in devifing pleas and excufes for the 
neglect of the public worfhip of God. | 
It is the * manner of fome,” and therefore the manner of too 
many, either habitually, or often, to neglect the affembling of 
themfelves together, on the Sabbath, for religious exercifes. 
This is a fubject for deep lamentation, and it really és fo to the 
friends of Zion, as public worfhip is a divine inftitution, and 
moft happily adapted to the promotion, both of the civil and 
religious welfare of fociety. But do any, who withhold their 
feet from the fanctuary, on the Sabbath, confider themfelves as 
without excufe? Their deceitful hearts are, no doubt, as inven- 
tive of pleas and excufes for their negle& of duty in this refpedt, 
as in other refpects. Some of them they do not attempt te 
conceal, but explicitly avow. Thefe let us briefly confider. 
Some there are, who, through the deceitfulnefs of their 
hearts, plead, in juftification of their negle& of the public wor- 
fhip of God, that they are deftitute of fuitable clothing, and do 
not find it in their power to fupply themfelves. ‘ We efteem,” 
they will fay, “ public worfhip as a divine and ufeful_inftitu- 
tion ; we do not neglect it through choice ; it grieves us to ab- 
ftain from the place where the divine honour dwelleth; we 
fhould rejoice to go up to the houfe of God, with thofe, who 
keep holy day. But, alas! it is not in our power ; for we have 
not wherewithal to be decently clothed ; our negleé of public 
worthip, then, is furely excufable.”” This plea feems to fatisfy 
their minds. Accordingly they fuffer their momentary and un- 
certain lives to pafs away, in the neglect of a divine and very 
important inftitution, feemingly eafy and unconcerned, as if 
there were not a lie in their right hand. Alas! how aftonith- 
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ing muft be the deceitfulnefs, of the heart, to urge a plea fo un- 
reafonable, fo groundlefs, and fo finful ! 

O ye fons and daughters of deceit and pride! becaufe ye 

have not the gold ring and gay apparel, you neglect to obey 
the God of heaven, who requires you to remember his Sabbath 
and to reverence his fanctuary! and yet juftify yourfelves in 
this negleé& ! What will open your eyes to fee the deceitfulnefs 
of your hearts, and the criminality of your condué? Are you 
really poor with refpeét to this world’s goods? but does this 
circumftance afford you a good reafon for the indulgence of 
pride? Befides, are none of your neighbours, poorer than 
yourfelves, regular and conftant attendants on the wor- 
thip of God in his houfe ? Do you ferioufly think that it would 
be impracticable, handfomely to clothe yourfelves, if your mon- 
ey and labour were not fpent for that, which is not bread ? 
for that which profiteth not, but tendeth to poverty and ruin? 
Can you believe that any confiderate man will efteem your 
piea as of any avail? Will the holy and jealous God, when he 
ihall make inquifition, confider and treat it as of any weight ? 
Will you dare to make this plea at the tribunal of Chrift, when 
the guilty will be ftripped of every artful difguife, and dil- 
lodged from every refuge of lies ? 
_ But admitting that you have become poor, neither through 
mtemperance nor any imprudent conduét, will this juftify your 
neglect of the worfhip of that God, before whom angels bow, 
and archangels veil their faces? If you cannot appear in the 
houfe of God fo well habited as fome of your neighbours, yet 
you cannot reafonably plead the ‘want of a decent and cleanly 
drefs. But for this you ought to blefs God; nor with fuch a 
drefs ought you to be afhamed to prefent yourfelf before him, 
in the congregation of his worfhippers. You ought to bear it 
en your minds, that your object in going to the houfe of God 
fhould not be, to worfhip him in the beauty of external appear- 
ance, but in the beauty of holinefs. 

With what language would thofe poor Chriftians, of whom 
the apoltle James fpeaks, who went into Chriftian aflemblies to 
worthip God, in vile raiment, addrefs you, were they permit- 
sed to come among you, from the dead ? Would they not thus 
admonifh you: “We were not afhamed publicly to worfhip 
eur God and Saviour, although our raiment was poor and 
coarfe. Nor could we be prevailed on to neglect the aflembling 
of ourfelves together, notwithftanding we were treated, by 
fome of our fellow-worfhippers, with contempt and reproach. 
Our love of God our Saviour, and the delight we enjoyed in 
his worfhip, made us willing to endure, any crofs and fuffer 
any thame. And that God, whom we ferved, was not un- 
waindful of our low eftate; for he hath exalted us to become 
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kings afd priefts unto himfelf. We have exchanged our vile 
raiment for white robes and for crowns of unfading glory. 
Will you, then, excufe yourfelyes from the public worfhip of 
God, becaufe you cannot fhine in fplendid attire ? None will 
fay to you as fome did to us, Stand there, or fit bere, under 
our footltool. No fuitable refpe& will be with-holden from 
you, nor any conventent accommodation. How inexeufable,; 
then, is your conduct! and how mutt it, ere long, fill you with 
merited: fhame, and overwhelm you with guilty confufion! 
O ye children of pride! we grieve, we weep ior you. Let the 
pride of your hearts be abafed. Pluck the ferpent from your 
bofoms. Humble yourfelves in the du&t. Acknowledge God 
in all your ways, and particularly in his temple below, as you 
would hope for admittance, hereafter, into his temple abave.* 

But while fome plead, to excufe their negle& of the public 
worfhip of God, that their apparel is not /o good, as that of 
fome of their neighbours, do not others make the fame plea, 
on the confideration that theirs is Leiter ! How contradi¢tory, 
as well as deceitful, are the fuggeltions of the wicked heart ! 
Reader! halt thou never kept thy feet from the houfe of God, 
on the Sabbath, from an apprebenfion that thy gaudy apparel 
would be injured, or difobliged, by the weather? Halt thou 
never urged this conftderation as an excufe for thy conduét + 
And alas, has it not operated, as a powerful opiate upon thy 
eonfcience! But will fuch an excufe be available to your ac- 
quittal from condemnation at'the great day of accounts? Will 
you venture to plead before” pour Judge, that, becaufe you had 
exercifed more care and coiicérn for your coltly and {plendid 
drefs, than for your foul, you ought not to be condemned! If 
the excufe will not be aceepted at the bar of Jehovah, let it 
now, and forever, be abandoned. Spend not your fubltance 
for that which minifters neither to ufe nor convenience. Let 
your drefs be fuitable for every feafon. Banifh pride from 
your hearts, and give no “ place to the devil.” 

Are there not fome, who excufe themfelves for their negle¢t 
of the public worfhip of God, from the confideration that they 
do not enjoy that mode of conveyance, which would be con- 
venient and agreeable to them ? Is not this the fpirit of their 
plea—* We live at a great diftanee from meeting, and are not 

able 


* Should these observations be thought useless, from the considera- 
tion, that they will neither reach the eyes, nor the ears of the charac- 
ters, to whom they more immediately apply, yet may not the hope be 
indulged, that they may be useful by preserving those, who may read 
thera, from the unreasonable and sinful conduct under consideration ? 
It is also to be hoped that notorious delinquents, in some instances, at 
jeast, will, through the intervention of a merciful ptovidence, either see, 
or hear the reproof contained in the above remarks, to the salvation of 
their souls. 
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able to walk that diftance. It is our wifh to attend public 
worfhip ; but a willing mind will be accepted; our neglect, 
therefore, is excufable.’ Thus, it is to be apprehended, 
that numbers pacify and quiet their confciences, and feel 
chargeable with no guilt for neglecting to wait upon God, in 
his houfe of prayer and praife. 

This excufe, in fome inftances, is probably well founded ; 
but in general, it is to be apprehended that it is the fuggeftion 
of a heart, exceedingly deceitful, and exceedingly proud. Is 
it made by none, who, on week days, find themfelves able to 
walk a greater diftance than to the houfe of God, and for pur- 
pofes much lefs important, than his worfhip? Befides, are 
there none, who, although really unable to walk, have ability 
to ride, and yet decline that mode of conveyance, becaufe they 
mutt ride with a companion on the back of a horfe? “ How un- 
fafhionable, how unfeemly would it be for two perfons to ride 
together in this way! They would be fubjects for ridicule to 
the fpectators. We can never confent to this mode of convey- 
ance to the houfe of God. We mu/, therefore, be excufed from 
attendance on public worfhip.”* Aftonifhing! that fuch 
creatures as we are, poor worms of the duft, who ought to ap- 
pear very loathfome and vile in our own eyes, fhould poffefs fo 
much pride as to keep them from the moft folemn and impor- 
tant duty. Rather than be conveyed, in the manner above 
named, to the houfe of God, the place where his honour 
dwelleth, they will venture to challenge his authority, excite 
his refentment, and expofe themfelves to the everlatting éffects 
of his wrath ! 

O ye children of pride and deceit! will Jefus Chrift, who, 
when on earth, rode into a populous and polite city on the 
meaneft and moft contemptible of all animals, will the meek 
and lowly Jefus, do you think, accept your excufe ? Impoffi- 
ble! Were you but to fee the deceit and pride of your hearts 
in their proper colours, and be duly affected by the difcovery, 
you would abhor yourfelves and repent in duft and afhes. The 
loftinefs of your looks would be brought down, and you would 
experience that accommodating and fweet humility, which 
would lead you gladly to embrace any mode of conveyance, 
however unfafhionable and mean, to the houfe and worthip of 
your God and Saviour. 

But are there none who have, or eafily might have the moft 
convenient mode of conveyance to the houfe of God, and yet 


very 


* These remarks, it is believed, are in a great measure inapplicalle 
to people who live at a considerabie distance from our capital and large 
towns. They are designed for application, only, where they will 
apply. 
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very frequently negle& his worfhip ? Does ficknefs or bodily 
infirmity keep them at home on the Sabbath? then they are 
excufable. But if they enjoy health, mutt not all their pleas 
and excufes for their neglect to reverence God’s fanctuary, by 
uniting in its worthip, be mere refuges of lies? Neither the 
plea of wimter’s cold and the heat of fummer, nor any plea 
which may be fuggefted by avarice or indolence, will be avail- 
able to their excuie in the fight of God. Whoever is not wil- 
ling to take up any crofs, endure any inconvenience, and fub- 
ject himfelf to any neceflary expenfe, for the fake of worfhip- 
ping God, according to his appointment, is not to be confider- 
ed as poflefling the temper of the gofpel. 

Is it not the cafe with fome, that they habitually, or often 
refrain froma the public worfhip of God, when they aflign no 
other reafon for it, than difapprobation or diflike of the doc- 
trines delivered by their minilter. Our minifter,’”? they 
piead, “often preaches fuch doétrines as reprefent men to be 
machines, and confequently not accountable creatures. He 
often delivers fentiments of a contradictory and perplexing na- 
ture ; fuch as are very difcouraging to finners, and unprofita- 
ble to faints. In fhort, his preaching does not tend to edifica- 
tion, or to the advancement of religion ; but to the promotion 
of oppofite effects. We cannot, therefore, confcientioufly at- 
tend upon his miniftry. It zs our duty to withdraw from him.” 
How convenient, how plaufible, and how foothing is fuch a 
plea as this! But does it not often arife from a heart, deceit- 
ful above all things, as well as defperately wicked? Merciful 
God! open their eyes to fee the deceitfulnefs of their hearts. 
Have mercy upon them. Lead them to repentance, and re- 
claim them from the evil of their ways. 

Once more. It is urged by fome, in juftification of their 
condué, in abfenting themfelves from the houfe and worfhip 
of God on the Sabbath, that they can receive more edification 
from reading a fermon at home, thun from hearing one deliv- 
ered by the preacher. Their plea may be thus ftated. “ We 
ought to covet and avail ourfelves of the belt gifts ; but thefe 
we find in the printed fermons, which we have in our houfes ; 
therefore we are excufable for neglecting (at leaft occafionally } 
the inferior gifts of our minifter.”’ 

To controvert with fuch apologilts, whether they can read 
better fermons at home, than they canhear delivered in the 
houfe of God on the Sabbath, is not defigned. Let it be admit- 
ted that they can; yet if the preacher donot preach “ another 
gofpel,” the plea under confideration can come from no heart, 
but that, which is deceitful above all things, and defperately 
wicked. Is not the public worfhip of God, on the Sabbath, a 
divine inflitution? And does not God require all, who have 

opportumty 
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opportunity for it, religioufly and pun@tually to attend upon it? 

This, the believer in revelation muft admit. Is it ndt evident. 
that the plea before us is very unreafonable and affrontive to 

the Divine Authority ? Is not its true f{pirit and import this ; 

that more edification and advantage may be realized, by difo- 

beying, than by obeying the God of heaven ? However excel- 

Jent the printed difcourfes, which any may have in their pof- 

fefion, and with how much attention foever they may read 

them on the Sabbath, if this be to their negleé&t of the worfhip 

of God in his houfe, their conduét muft be inexcufably crimi- 
nal; for what can juftify their neglect of a divine inftitution, 

which they are enjoined, by the highett authority, to obferve ? 

To difobey God ; to do evil that good might come, is a doc- 

trine infinitely unreafonable, and abhorrent in the pure eyes of 

the Divine Holinefs. And with deteftation and horror muft 

it be viewed by every one, who cordially embraces that doc- 

trine, which is according to godlinedfs. 

Reader ! be careful to receive from the above remarks the 
falutary and faving impreffions of wifdom. Benot too forward 
in applying them to others; nor be too backward in applying 
them to thyfelf. Should you not find that the application {fo 
fully belongs to your own conduG, as to the conduct of fome 
of your neighbours ; yet do you not find much occafion for 
deep repentance and humiliation before God ? Give all dili- 
gence to profit your own foul, from what you have now read, 
and be excited by it, to do whatever in you lies, to bring your 
neighbours to a fenfe of their felf-deceit, and the wickednefs 
of their hearts, to {rip them of all their finful excufes, for 
neglect of duty, and to bring them to repentance and newnefs 
ef life. May God in mercy fucceed your endeavours. 

: SILAS, 
(To be continued. ) 
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REPORT 


Of the Dire&ors to the Eleventh General Meeting of the Miffionary So- 
ciety, held in London, May 8th, oth, and 10th, 1805. 


WN obedience to the authorjty of our Lord and Saviour Je- 


fus Chrift, who has commanded his difciples to communi- 
cate the gofpel to every creature, we are once more afflembled 
in his name ; and rejoice in the return of the feafon which 
calls us together, to unite our prayers and our exertions in pro- 
moting the falvation of the heathen. , 


It 
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It is impoffible for a real Chriftian to contemplate the moral 
ftate of the globe, and behold more than half its inhabitants 
involved in darknefs, vice and fuperftition, without being pen- 
etrated with grief and forrow ; nor can he recolleé& the nu- 
merous promifes interfperfed throughout the facred Scriptures 
concerning the falvation of the Heathen, without a gleam of 
hope that warms and animates his heart. This grief and this 
hope combined, gave rife. to the Miffionary Suciety, which, 
ghrough the goodnets of God, has fubfifted nearly ten years ; 
and though the novelty of the Inftitution has ceafed to awaken 
the public curiofity, the permanent principles of zeal for the 
honour of Chrift and lave to the fouls of men, continue to oper- 
ate with unabated vigour, and will, it is hoped, fecure the 
perpetuity of the Society, when its firft promoters are no lon- 
ger in the prefent world. 

The continuance and profperity of a numerous Society, form- 
ed, not for the purpofes of felf-intereft or worldly advantages, 
nor on the narrow principles of religious party, and compofed 
of materials by many defpifed as heterogeneous—the harmony 
that ftill fubfifts among its members, though of various denom- 
inations ; the fpirit of activity by which it is enlivened, and the. 
public liberality by which it is fupported—all concur in the 
demand of our grateful acknowledgments; and which we 
now gladly offer, firft to the heavenly fource of every good 
and perfect gift, and next to the whole body of its members 
and friends. 

To that body, now convened, the Directors, to whom the 
management of its concerns was confided for the paft year, 
proceed with pleafure to report their operations ; premifing, 
however, that no events of an extraordinary or ftriking nature 
have occurred during that period, and that the continued hof- 
tilities which unhappily divide the nations of Europe, have de- 

rived them of much of that information which might have 
rendered their report more lively and interefting : they truft, 
however, the Society will be convinced that the direétors have 
been diligently employed, in preparing and fitting out miffions 
of a very important nature; and thus, fowing the precious 
feed, which, in future years, may blefs our eyes with an abun. 
dant harvett. 


OTAHEITE. 


In the courfe of the laft year, we have received the journals 
of the miffionaries at Otaheite, from Oéober 1802, to April 
1803. The civil war in that ifland, which had placed our. 
brethren in a critical fituation, having been happily brought to 
a clofe, they were enabled to purfue the object of their miffion 
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without any moleftation. The brethren Jefferfon and Nott, 
afterwards the brethren Bicknell and Wilfon, made a preach- 
ing tour through different parts of the ifland, and publithed 
the glad tidings of falvation by Jefus Chrift to the natives, 
fome of whom gave them an attentive hearing, but the greater 
part treated their meflage with levity and difregard. ‘The 
brethren firft mentioned had an opportunity, in the courfe of 
their journey, to addrefs nearly four thoufand adult perions, 
which is probably more than half the total inhabitants of the 
ifland, for by the ravages of war and difeafe, the miflionaries 
had reafon to conclude that the inhabitants are reduced to the 
number of fix or feven thonfand fouls. Their increafed ac- 
quaintance with the people has difcovered a dreadful degree of 
moral turpitude generally prevailing among them, which has, 
no doubt, been much aggravated by the intercourfe of wicked 
Europeans among them. Their principal defire has been by 
every means in their power to procure ffre arms and ammuni- 
tion, which they aneihisy every opportunity that occurs for ac- 
cumulating ; a circumftance by no means favourable to the 
miffionaries, who, however, confoled themfelves with this glo- 
rious truth, that “ the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”’* - 

The miffionarjes exprefs their deep regret that human facri- 
fices were {till frequently offered by the chief, to render his 
god propitious ; and that the cruel praétice of murdering in- 
tants was alfo continued, which, with the caufes before afligned, 
contributed to the {peedy depopulation of the country. 

An event took place on the 3d of September, 1803, the con- 
fequences of which the miffionaries were unable to forefee. 
The Dart, an Englith brig, employed in the feal-fkin trade, 
touched at the ifland, in confequence of fome difappointment 
in the obje& of her voyage; by which circumiftance, our 
brethren received a {mall fupply of neceflary articles. When 
the Dart was about to leave the ifland, and was plying in and 
out of the bay, waiting for fome provifion which had been 
promifed, the chief (Pomarre father of the reigning prince 
Otoo) was proceeding in a canoe to the veffel with two of his 
people, but being fuddenly attacked by a violent pain, he drop- 
ped the paddle from his hand, fell down on his face in the 

canoe, 


* The Directors enjoyed the satisfaction of conversing with a gen- 
tleman who had resided some months on the island, and whose ac- 
count of the state of things there, corresponded with the journals and 
letters of our missionaries. He confirmed the information above men- 
tioned, concerning the avidity with which the natives procured fire 
arms, and said he believed they might possess about 120 musquets. 
He observed that the missionaries seemed to be satisfied as to their 
own personal safety, and thought there was no occasion for their friends 
to entertain any painful apprehensions concerning them. 








302 Religious Intelligence. [JANs 


canoe, and never uttered another word. ‘The canoe returned 
to the fhore, and Pomarre thortly expired. 

This Chief having long been the powerful friend and pro- 
tector of our Miflionary brethren, it was natural for them to 
feel fome apprehenfions on his fudden removal. They there- 
fore prudently requefted the captain of the Dart to defer his 
failing till the next day, that they might have an opportunity of 
afcertaining whether they might indulge the hope of continued 
fafety under the fucceflors of Pomarre. The refult of fuch 
inquiries as a few hours admitted of their making, was, “they 
trulted they might rely on the affurances of Otoo and Edea, 
that they fhould remain unmolefted in the exercife of their mif- 
fion, whatever changes might take place in the government.” 
The Miffionaries appear to have been generally treated with 
civility, and fometimes with kindnefs, in the tours they made ; 
and, though the greater part of the perfons who heard them 
preach the Gofpel, were carelefs and inattentive, yet a few 

iftened with becoming regard, afked queftions, and wifhed for 
further information. ‘On the whole,” (fay our brethren,)} 
“although we can give no flattering hopes of the fuccefs of 
the Gofpel, yet we believe the means are not ufed in vain. 
The names of Jehovah, and Jefus Chrift, are univerfally known, 
and feveral truths refpecting them ; and, as God has appointed 
the preaching of the word for the falvation of finners, we hope 
in due time, that bleffed end will be anfwered in Otaheite.”’ 

The Direétors regret that they have received no communi- 
cations from Otaheite, of a later date than Sept. 3, 1803; and 
it was no {mall addition to their concern. to be informed by the 
Rev. Mr. Marfden, of Port Jackfon, in New South Wales, in a 
letter dated roth Augult, 1804, that the fupplies requelted by 
the Miffionaries and {ent out in the fhips Albion and Cato, in 
1892, and which had been forwarded by the Alexander, 
Captain Rhodes, had not been landed at Otaheite; for the 
Captain, hearing of the renewal of the war with France, relin- 
quilhed his defign of going to Otahejte, and after having been 
at fea fome months, returned to Port Jackfon; in confequence 
of which, the goods were re-landed, and were found to be much 
damaged. A further fupply of neceffary and ufeful articles for 
the Miffion was fent out in November laft, by the Argo, 
Captain Baden, but of their arrival at New South Wales, in or- 
der to their conveyance to Otaheite, the Directors haye not yet 
been informed. 

When the ftate of this Miffion was maturely confidered at a 
fpecial meeting of the Direétors, Sept. 24, 1804, it was unani- 
moufly refolved, “ That a competent fupply of neceffaries and 
conveniences for the Miffionaries be annually provided, and 
forwarded to Otaheite, either by a direct conveyance, or wins 

the 





Hee pre Mme 


re Beets Rh eae ee 





me 


7 ee 


reed Sl Sea 














a eg ee Tey ae ee 
BSS REA inant See oe bam 


Na gba ae scp! 


Sh 0 PERRO RS 


1 AONE RB Re 2 once: ges of VIR a 





“ASae 





called St. John’s,) have earneftly entreated the Society to fend 





1806, | Religious Intelligence. 308 


the medium of the Rev. Mr. Marfden, New South Wales; and 
alfo, that a credit to the amount of 300l. be lodged with him, 
to be applied difcretionally by him to fuch exigencies as may 
occafionally occur.”” In purtuance of the former Kefolution, 
the fupply lait mentioned was fent out. 

The Direétors feel a painful concern for their brethren at 
Otaheite, whofe patient continuance in well-doing, amidft fo 
many dangers and difcouragements, entitles them to every ex- 
ertion in their behaif that can with propriety be made. It is 
much to be regretted, that the means of intercourfe with them 
are fo rare and fo dificult; nor can the Direétors conceive of 
any practicable mode of communication, but by encouraging 
fome mercantile perfons in New South Wales, by a fuitable 
bounty, to fit out a veflel from thence, to be employed in the 
feal-fkin trade, or fome other commercial engagement fuited to 
the country, and who may thus be induced to vifit Otaheite, 
and convey to them the needful fupplies, and thus open a than- 
nel of communication with the Society, provided that the 
Mifhonaries find it their duty to perfiit in their labours on that 
ifland, or to make an attempt to evangelize fome other of the 
Society Iflands. This important meafure is now under the 
molt ferious confideration. 


NORTH AMERICA. 


In the ifland of Newfoundland Mr. Hillyard is ftill employ- 
ed with diligence and fidelity in the work of the Lord. He 
has preached at Harbour-Grace, Twillingate, and at feveral 
harbours in the upper parts of Conception Bay. It was his in- 
tention to vifit Bonavifta, but he has hitherto been prevented. 
He however hopes to do this hereafter. 

Mr. Pidgeon is engaged in preaching the gofpel in the prov- 
ince of New Brunfwick, but we have not yet received a partic- 
ular account of his operations. 

Mr. Mitchell, who was formerly employed as a Miffionary by 
this Society, now labours at Amherift ; where, in a tour through 
part of New Brunfwick laft fummer, he met with a great num- 
ber of perfons who heard him gladly, and who longed for the 
preaching of the gofpel among them, but who are at prefent as 
fheep without a fhepherd, From other quarters alfo, the Direc- 
tors are informed how much the miniftry of the word is needed 
in thatcountry. An affecting letter was received from a gentle- 
man at Dorchefter, in the county of Sydney, Nova Scotia, on 
whom Mr. Mitchell had once called, and who, with his friends, 
are ready to contribute to the fupport of a minifter. Many 
alfo of the inhabitants of Prince Edward’s Ifland, (formerly 
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a Miffionary to them.—in moft of thefe places, the Roman 
Catholics are very affiduous in making converts, while thofe 
who incline to the Proteftant faith are in vain foliciting affift- 
ance from Europe. The Dire&tors lament the fituation of 
multitudes in this part of North America, defcendants of Britifh 
Chriftian parents, but are unable to afford them any effeftual 
help, efpecially while our Miffionary Students are fo few in 


number, and are needed in fituations more dire@ly within the 
defign of our Inftitution. 


AFRICA. 


Tue Directors in the next place advert to the ftate of our 
Miffions in South Africa, of which, however, through the 
interruption of direét and regular communication with the 
Cape, they are not enabled to fpeak fo particularly as they 
wilh. From our excellent brother Dr. Vanderkemp, no in- 
telligence has been received later than Feb. 29, 1804; that in- 
telligence, however, was highly fatisfa@tory; as it not only 
affured us of the continuance of his valuable life, and the re- 
ftoration, in fome degree, of his health ; but affords frefh occa- 
fion to thank the Lord of the harveit for the powerful in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit crowning his labours, and thofe of 
Mr. Read, his faithful colleague, with confiderable fuccefs. 

The particulars of this fuccefs we have obtained from the An- 
nual Report of this Miffion for the year 1803, drawn up by 
Brother Read, and to which the Doétor refers in his letter. 
This Report, after long delay, has come to hand, and contains 
important information. The gofpel, which proved, in many hap- 
py inftances, the power of God to the falvation of the poor Hot- 
tentots, became a ftumbling-block and a rock of offence to ma- 
ny of the Boors, who notwithftanding the name of Chriltians, 
which they undefervedly bear, laboured to keep the Hottentots 
in total ignorance of the gofpel, and were enraged at the Mil- 
fionaries, the diffufion of whofe light difeovered and condemned 
their horrid aéts of opprefflion and murder. Irritated to the 
higheft pitch, they laboured to feduce the people into drunken- 
nes, whoredom, and other vices, and to prejudice their minds 
by the moft injurious falfehoods ; they would have rejoiced to 
deftroy the lives both of the Miffionaries and their difciples, and 
when they could not effect this, they committed depredations on 
their property. 

Amidft thefe difficulties and dangers, our brethren were 
fometimes on the point of determining to leave their fituation. 
But the Lord by his a providence interpofed in their favour, 
and on the arrival of the Dutch Governor Janfens, they obtain- 


ed protection while they continued there; and, as was mention- 


ed 
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ed in a former Report, the feat of the miflion was removed by 
the advice of the Governor, to a {pot now called Bethelfdorp, 
where, we prefume, the labours of our brethren are yet contin- 
ued. A fettlement was formed at this place, in which a church 
and habitations were {peedily conftructed, the walls and roof of 
which are compofed of reeds; extenfive gardens were alfo 
planted, and every prudent meafure adopted to procure a fup- 

ly of corn, and various kinds of vegetables for the ufe of the 
ittle colony. A plan of this fettlement has lately been for- 
warded from Holland, and will appear, probably, in the next 
number of our tranfactions. Their fchool confilts of about 30 
er 40 children, of whom 20 could read and {pell. 

Our brethren, during their dangers and trials, confoled them- 
felves in the expectation of being foon joined by brother Irvin, 
who had long waited at the Cape for a conveyance to Algoa 
Bay: but it has pleafed the fovereign Difpofer of human events 
to difappoint their hopes and ours; for the veffel in which he 
failed was wrecked on the coaft, and the Society was deprived 
of a truly devoted fervant of Chrift, whofe labours, at the Cape 
and its vicinity, efpecially among the foldiers, had been emi- 
nently ufeful. By the lofs of this veffel our brethren were al- 
fo difappointed in their expectation of receiving a printing 
prefs, cath, and other fupplies, fent out by this Society for their 
ufe; but, fays the Dottor, “ We lay our hands upon our 
mouth, and fay—“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ;” he alfo adds, with truly Chriftian: confidence in di- 
vine afliftance, “ refpecting the means likely to be furnithed for 
our future fupport, I can only reply, it is uncertain what fel- 
low-creatures may do, but Chrift will moft certainly fupply us 
abundantly with all that is neceflary for us, to carry his glori- 
ous plan into execution, and this is all that we can wifh for.” 

The Direétors have lodged a fufficient credit in their favour at 
Cape Town, both for the purpofes of their own fupport, and of 
promoting and enlarging their Miflionary operations. 

- In the Report of our brethren, before mentioned, we have the 
utmoft fatisfaction in learning that the Lord continued to bleis 
their labours at Bethelfdorp, and that the kingdom of grace 
was fpreading more and more among the poor Hottentots. 
The progrefs alfo of the fcholars, in learning to read and write, 
and in acquiring religious knowledge was aftonifhing to our 
brethren, knowing, as they did full well, the peculiar languor, 
ftupidity, and averfion to every exertion, mental or corporeal, 
which charaterifes the natives; which indeed proves, as our 
Miflionaries obferve, “ that nothing is impoflible to God.” 

It will not be neceflary in this Report to detail particularly 
thofe remarkable inftances of converfion which were communi- 
¢ated in the paper laft received from Africa, as they have al- 
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ready appeared in our Tranfaétions, in the Evangelical Maga- 
zine, and in a cifcular letter lately fent to the friends of the 
Society in- general. ‘he Direétors could not retain,: till the 
annual meeting, & narration fo interefting, difplaying in fo emi- 
nent a degree the energy of divine grace on the hearts of men: 
ulually reckoned among the moft abje@ of our race. The 
convertion of Cupido, a man uncommonly notorious for vices 
and diltinguifhed*above all his pagan fellows for the enormity 
of his crimes, found-in the gofpel of falvation, and in the blood 
of Chriit, a remedy iuficient to heal all his difeafes ; and no 
fooner did he hear that the Son of God was able te fave finners 
from their fins, than lie eried out, like a perfon. in fimilar 
circumitances.in the eaftern-world—*“ This is:what I want! 
This is what.I want!” Fhis convert, like Saul of Tarfus, no: 
fooner received the faith of the golpel, but he fraightway 
preached it to his countrymen, declating, as a: living witnels, 
and irom his own happy experience, that Jefus Chritt has pow- 
er to forgive and to iubdue fin. Glory to God! inoone year, 


he could number feventeen adult perfons of his countrymen, 


called by- his inflrumentality out of darknefs into light, one of 

whom is become the wife of the Miffionary brother, Read. 
Another Hottentot, Boezak, whofe firlt:appearance infpired- 
the brethren wih horror, and whofe bea(tly drunkennefs was 
difgufting in the extreme, foon-ebtained from the gofpel that 
knowledge of himielf which light.from above alone can impart, 
and compiained that “he had got two hearts’’—in his fimple 
language expreiling the inward confli@ which: every Chriltiaw 
feels, and which the inépired penmen fo affeGingly defcribe. 
The confli& however iflued well ; and the heart, ence the den 
of every:bealtly luft, became'a habitation of God:through the 
Spirit, which. being filled with the love of Chrift, overflowed 
with affection to his countrymen, among whom his talents had 
rendered. him eminent, and to whom he now holds forth the 

word of life, an ornament to the doétrine he has efpoufed. 
Samfon, was another. diftinguiihing trophy of Divine Grace. 
He had long withed to-underftand the nature of that falvationy 
a diftant, report of which. had reached his ears; at length the 
opportunity was afforded, and. he felt the gofpel to be the 
power of God. He is become bold in the caufe of Chrift 
among all forts of perfons; he warus.his fellow-finners to flee- 
from the wrath to come, and fails not to reprove the colonilts 
for. their criminal condué& in withholding from his nation the. 

means. of falvation. 3 ; 
Jocham, another convert, feized the firft opportunity: of 
aflembling the heathen around him, and declaring to them: the 
gofpel.of Chrift, by which zeal he offended the nominal Chrif- 
tians, who imprifoned him and fome of his brethren in the cage, 
' _ , one 
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ne of whom was fhamefully fcourged ; but a magiftrate inter- 
pofed, and declared that the caufe they efpoufed could not and 
thould not be fupprefled. ‘This Hottentot brother, fecing let- 
ters prepared for England, defired that Mr. Read wovld ex- 
prefs the affection he telt for us, and * beg them,” faid he, “to 
pray for me, afluring them that, as well as I can, Iwill pray 
for them.” re 

How encouraging! ‘how animating, are thefe rélations! 
Let God be glorified among us this day. We are already well 
repaid for all our exertions. 

We regret that we are not able to report the ftate of the oth- 
er Miffions in Africa; the fufpenfion of correfpondence leaves . 
us wholly unacquainted ‘with the circumftances of our brethren 
Bekkar, Verfter, Tromp, Vanderlingen, Anderfon, and Kram- 
er; as alfo of the operations of the South A‘frican Miffionary 
Society, who we truft are all at their refpeétive pots, labouring 
unceafingly in the work of the Lord. A little time we truft 
will bring us welcome advices from all thefe quarters. 

During the lait year, a meafure of confiderable importance 
nas ‘been adopted with refpect to the future management of the 
Miffions in Africa. The ftrong prejudices entertained by fome 
narrow minded perfons in that country againft the Miflionary 
Inftitution, not only formed but dire&ted and managed by Eng- 
hifhmen, with whom the Dutch were engaped+n holtilities, were 
fuch as to induce Dr. Vanderkemp to recommend that the 
management fhould be entrufted te the hands of the Netherland 
Miffionary Society. The clamour of thefe people, though 
oftenfibly of a political nature, was really nothing more thar 
the refult of a deep-rooted enmity againft God, and the exten- 
fion of his kingdom among the heathen. It was judged, how- 
ever, prudent to fubmit to the method propofed ; and the Di- 
rectors, after mature confideration of the plan and regulations 
propofed by the Dutch Society (which was publifhed in No. 
12 of the Tranfactions) have with entire fatisfa@ion adopted 
the whole fyftem. 

Our friends are alneady, in general, apprifed that our excel- 
Jent brother Kicherer, with the Chriftian Hottentots who patd 
a vifit to England with him, have, after long and unavoidable 
delays, proceeded to Africa. They failed in an American veffel, 
Captain King, from Amfterdam, in Odober laft. They were 
accompanied by feveral new labourers, viz. Mr. and Mrs. Vos, 
of Holland, who are to be employed in the fchool at Zak Riv- 
er; alfo two brothers, Mr. Chriftian Albricht and Mr. Auftin 
Albricht ; thefe are'to perform the offices of fchool matters and 
teachers ; and, if neceflary, are to be fent to other parts of the 
country, to extend the gofpel. Another Miffionary, Mr. Ul 
bricht, is alfo fent out with them, who is intended to join Dr. 

Vanderkemp 
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Vanderkemp and Mr. Read at Bethelfdorp. Befides thefe, 
Mr. Syden Faden is fent forth, at the expenfe of the Rotterdam 
Society, and who is to manage the focial affairs at Zak River, 
while Mr. Kicherer is fuperintendant of the whole. Letters 
received from thefe new labourers, before and at the time of 
their departure, were highly fatisfactory ; and the Directors en- 
tertain a pleafing confidence that they will prove valuable 
helpers tothe good work in that quarter, where the Lord has 
already difplayed fo much of his gracious power. 

A circumftance that occurred when thefe brethren were 


juft leaving our coaft, ought not to be forgotten. On the 


night of October 26, 1804, they were overtaken by a dreadful 
ftorm, when between the Ifle of Scilly and the Lizard; the 
danger was fo great, the wind blowing in thore, that the captain 
admonifhed all the crew to prepare for rmmediate death ; but 
it pleafed God to hear their fervent prayers, and to preferve 
their lives for further ufefulnefs ; the wind changed about five 
in the morning, the ftorm abated, and they were relieved from 
their diftrefles. The letter, which gave us this information, 
was dated Madeira, Nov. 13, 1804, when they were all well ; 
and long before this, we truft they have arrived at the Cape, 
and it may be hoped have reached the fcene of their labours, to 
gladden the hearts of the little flock in the wildernefs, and to 
recount all the goodnefs and mercy of God towards them in 
Europe. 


FRANCE. 


The continuation of war with France has unavoidably fuf- 
pended that mterceurfe which was neceflary to completing the 
printing of the Bible, and to the effectual difperfion of the New 
Teftament, which was long fince finifhed. "The Directors have 
been difappointed in the expe@ation announeed in the laft re- 
port, that a Society on the Continent, not prohibited by cir- 
cumftances of hoftility, would undertake this fervice. ‘They 
truft, however, that matters are now in a train to effe& the ac- 
complifhment of the work by means of Chriftian friends in 
Switzerland, who having opportenity ef maintaining correfpon- 
dence with Proteftant clergymen who are fettled over nume- 
Yous congregations in various parts of France, will thereby be 
enabled to extend the circulation of the fcriptures, as well as to 
promote the general interefts of pure and vital religion. 


ASIA. 


The Direé&tors wifh in the next place to invite the attention 
of the Society to the Eaftern world, the regions of which are 
fo vaft in their extent and fo tull of civilized inhabitants, pre- 
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fenting to the Chriftian mind many millions of our fellow-men, 
long immerfed in vice, error, and fuperftition, and for whofe 
converfion few attempts have hitherto been made. For fome 
time palit, the miferable condition of thefe nations, and particu- 
larly of thofe whofe commercial connexion with this country 
affords a {trong claim to our regard, has ferioufly occupied 
the minds of the Direétors. Their efforts have confequently 
been principally directed to the eaftern and weftern coafts of the 
great peninfula of India, and to the important ifland of Ceylon, 
nearly connected with it. 

The Society is already acquainted with-the-fteps which have 
been taken as to the ifland lait mentioned. The Rev. Mr. Vos, 
a veteran in the fervice of the Redeemer, and formerly a faith- 
ful minifter in South Africa, near the Cape of Good Hope, 
fuperintends this Miffion. The German brethren, Ehrhardt 
and Palm, accompany him on this embafly. Together with 
thefe, the reverend brethren Ringletaube, Defgranges,and Cran, 
have failed for Tranquebar ; thefe are intended to labour on 
the continent of India, where the providence of God, after they 
have received the beft advice trom our Danifh brethren at 
Tranquebar, may direct them to fettle, in the moft eligible and 
promifing fpot. Unexpected delays, not uncommon however 
in all fhipping concerns, protracted their ftay in Europe till the 
zoth of April, 1804, when they failed in the Danifh thip 
King’s Packet from Copenhagen. 

The goodnefs of God in preferving their lives, when juft leav- 
ing the coaft of Denmark, muft be mentioned with peculiar 
gratitude. The veflel was at anchor about three miles from 
the fhore, and the brethren were proceeding to join it in a boat. 
When they had proceeded about three-fourths of the way, the 
boat became leaky, and the water rufhed in fo faft, that they 
foon found themfelves in the moft imminent danger. In this 
emergency, Mr. Vofs having, happily, a tin veflel with him, 
they fuccefsfully employed it in bailing out the water; by 
which means they kept themfelves up, till the people on board 
the fhip, perceiving their perilous fituation, fent out their own 
boat, and took them fafely on board. The Directors had the 
pleafure of finding by the Cape Gazette, dated 11th Auguft, 
1804, that the fhip had arrived fafely at the Cape on its way ; 
but no information has yet been received of their arrival in 
India. 

Another miffion, of great importance, has been determined 
upon fince our laft General meeting. A memoir having been 
prefented by one of the Directors, who has been repeatedly in 
India, recommending to their attention the populous city of Su- 
rat, on the notrhern part of the eaftern coaft of India, above 
Bombay, the Directors were fo fully convinced of the ager 
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of this ftation, that they immediately and with great fatisfaction 
determined on a miffion to that place. 

Surat is faid to contain more than an hundred thoufand in. 
habitants, to whofe religious inftruction no fuitable attention 
has hitherto been paid. Its fituation and commercial connex- 
ions appear to render it peculiarly favourable for the introduc. 
tion of the gofpel. Religions of warious defcriptions are fully 
tolerated, affording free accefs to the heathen, while there is 
every reafon to expeét the proteGion of the government. Ma- 
ny of the inhabitants being acquainted with the Englifh lar- 
guage, the Miffionaries may probably enter upon their labours 
immediately, fo that no delay will be fuffered while they are 
acquiring the prevailing language of the country. It was a 
further inducement to undertake a miflion to Surat, that fhould 
the gofpel be fueceeded by the blefling of God in this place, it 
may probably be from thence extended through all the north- 
weftern parts of India, Cabul, Candahar, Perfia, and Arabia. 

One of the Miffionary ftudents, who had been for feveral 
years under the care of the Society, firft at Edinburgh, and af- 
terwards at Gofport, appeared to the Dire@ors a fuitable per- 
fon to be employed in this important fervice, namely, Mr. Tay- 
lor, who having acquired a confiderable fhare of medical 
knowledge, has regularly obtained the degree of Doétor of 
Medicine. This qualification, it is hoped, may prove of eflen- 
tial advantage in recommending him at Surat. Dr. Taylor ts 
accompanied in this fervice by another ftudent from Gofport, 
Mr. Lovelefs, whofe piety and temper pointed him out as well 
adapted to the fame ftation. ‘Thefe brethren, after having 
been folemnly fet apart to the work, failed in an American vet- 
fel, the Allegany, Capt. , for Tranquebar, in December 
Jat. After a fhort ftay on that coaft, and availing themfelves 
of the advice of the Danif& brethren at T'ranquebar, and if op- 
portunity offers, of that alfo of the Baptift brethren at Seram- 
pore, they are to proceed to the place of their deftination. 

The Direétors conceive they have been difcharging a duty 
of the firft importance, in the preparation of thefe miffions. 
The obje&s prefented to the view of the Society in Ceylon, and 
on the two oppofite coafts of India, are in their view, of the firft 
magnitude; and fuch as will, they truft, be favoured with the 
approbation, and with the earneft prayers of the whole Society, 
and of the religious public at large. The fields fo widely ex- 
tended, and, in great part, fo long unoccupied, promife, they 
truft, a glorious harvelt. In this hope, they are encouraged by 
the fuccef$ with which it has pleafed God to favour Miffionary 
efforts already made in thefe populous regions, not only by the 
Baptift brethren from England, but by the various other la- 
bourers for a long feafon. On this head the Direétors a 
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much fatisfaction, from a letter received from fome venerable 
Danifh minifters of the gofpel at Tranquebar, in which they 
favoured us with fome account of their mode of proceeding, 
and of the blefling which the gofpel has been made to thou- 
fands of fouls. They invite and encourage our further exer- 
tions, and exprefs a pious with that perfons of influence were 
duly fenfible of the great advantage which the gofpel, if fuita- 
bly fupported, would prove to the whole country. “If,” fay 
they, “ the European governors and rulers of the country 
could be perfuaded that true Chriftianity would render them 
ftill greater and happier than they are, afd what a blefled influ- 
ence the propagation of it would have on the general welfare of 
the nations which they govern, and efpecially if they would 
countenance it by their own example and influence—there is no 
doubt that the different nations would foon fubmit to the eafy 
yoke of Chrift, and thake off the niiferable burden of heathen- 
ith fuperftition, vice, and vanity.” What Chriftian does not 
eordially unite in a fentiment fo juft and benevolent! May He, 
who has all hearts in his hands, fo difpofe the minds. of men of 
eminence in wealth and influence! 


CHINA, 


The Direétors now proceed to a fubject which has for a con- 
fiderable time engaged their attention, and which, as a Mif- 
fionary undertaking, will probably be deemed of unequalled 
magnitude and importance,—they refer to a refolution which 
they have formed of attempting a tranflation of the Holy 
Scriptures mto the Chinefe language, as a meafure, preparato- 
ry to the troduction of a miflion to that empire. 

It is unneceflary im this report to expatiate on this interefting 
topic. The immenfe population of China, and the deplorable 
darknefs by which it is enveloped, are fo generally known, that 
itt may be reafonably expected that any well formed plan for 
the communication of divine truth to that country, will find a 
powerful advocate in the breaft of every Chriftian. 

It is of infinite importance, however, that thofe who fuperin- 
tend or direct a meafure, fo intimately conne&ed with the future 
interefts of Chriftianity in the empire, fhould proceed in its ex- 
ecution on fuch principles as, with the blefling of God, may be 
likely to convey the pure oracles of truth, unalloyed with error 
er miftake. In order to which, it appears requifite in the firft 
place, that the individuals who are to be employed fhould be 
themfelves well grounded in thofe views of the Chriftian doc- 
trine, which by evangelical believers are generally confidered as 
derived from the word of God. It is alfo of high importance 
that they fhould previoufly poffefs a knowledge of the language 
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adequate to the undertaking. Without the combination of thefe 
qualifications no tranflation of the fcriptures can prove fatisfac. 
tory to the religious public. With thefe principles in view, 
the Directors wifh to proceed in the feleftion of fuitable 
inftruments to be employed, and in the fituation beft adapted 
for the acquirement of the language. On this latter point, they 
are fo much under the control of circumftances, as to render it 
inexpedient to fix on any {pecific plan, fo as abfolutely to ex- 
clude the exercife of difcretion on the part of the miffionaries ; 
they have, however, confiderable reafon to believe that at the | 
Prince of Wales’s Iflant, they will find the moft eligible ftation 
for every purpofe of a preparatory nature, and it may be prop- 
er to mention fome of thofe coafiderations on which this opin- 
ion is founded. 

The liberal principles on which its government is conducted 
is of prime importance. It is a free port, open to all nations, 
(unlets with the exception of the French) and prudent, well 
difpofed Miflionaries would here purfue their peaceful labours 
without interruption, as no place admits of more freedom 
either of a civil or religious nature than this. It is alfo a cir- 
cumftance of equal moment, that nearly one half of the popu- 
lation confifts of an induftrious colony of Chinefe, to whofe ac- 
tivity much of the profperity of the ifland may be afcribed ; it 
is therefore highly probable not only that the language may be 
acquired, but that a Mifflion to China may actually commence 
here, and inftruments be raifed up not only to fuggeft the bet 
plan of action, but alfo to aflift in its introduction into various 
parts of that great Empire ; for its intercourfe therewith is 
eafy and frequent, it being not more than ten days fail ; it is 
alfo the great depot for the produce of the Eaftern Iflands, and 
the Company’s regular fhips bound to China endeavour to call 
there in their way ; it is likewife the refort of the country fhips 
from Bengal, Siam, Pegu, Madras, and Batavia. 

In relation then to this great objec, the tranflation of ibe 
fcriptures into the Chinefe language, with a view towards a 
Miffion to China, the Directors conclude, for the above rea- 
fons, that the Prince of Wales’s Ifland prefents a defirable fta- 
tion. There are alfo fome collateral objects, highly interefting 
to the caufe of Chrilt, which feem to be connected with this fit- 
uation, and capable of being purfued at the fame time, and by 
the fame inftruments ; particularly the Malay nations, con- 
taining an immenfe population in numerous iflands from the 
Bay of Bengal, to the coaft of New Guinea. The Malay lan- 
guage, which is confidered as the Italian of the Eaft, may bé 
eafily acquired in a fhort.time, and become the medium of great 
and extenfive ufefulnefs. Thefe people are acquainted with 
letters, and thus, by means of a {mall printing prefs, the —_ 
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of the Miffionaries may be explained, Religious Traéts circu- 
lated, the Holy Scriptures tranflated, and future Miffions pre- 
pared : So extenfive and encouraging are the openings of Prov- 
idence, connected with this ftation. May they be improved 
with wifdom and zeal on our part, and attended with the Di- 
vine benediétion in an abundant degree. ‘I'he Society will per- 
ceive that on account of the importance of the meafure, the 
length of time requifite to obtain a perfect knowledge of the 
Chineie language, and the uncertainty of human life, this great 
work fhould not be confided to lefs than three or four able Miffio- 
naries: as yet, one only is appointed to this fervice. The Direc- 
tors earneftly pray that the great Head of the Church would 
incline the hearts of others to come forward ; they alfo look to 
Chriitian Societies, and on this occa ‘ion, efpecially, to Evangel- 
ical Seminaries, for perfons, who to the radical qualifications of 
a Mifhonary, unite a facility in the acquifition of languages, and 
who may thus be peculiarly fitted for a fervice fo diftinguifhed 
and ufeful in the Chriftian Church. _ 

The Society, defirous of furnifhing future Miffions with tried 
and able initruments, have, for fome years paft, fupported a 
number of young men at the Seminary at Gofport, under the 
tuition of our highly valued brother, Mr. Bogue. To this 
eftabliihment we owe fome of thofe Miffionaries which are al- 
ready gone forth to the Heathen, and of whofe talents and piety 
we form the molt favourable judgment. The Dire¢tors regret 
much that fo few perfons have hitherto offered themfelves as can- 
didates for miflionary fervices, efpecially when the great advan- 
tages which this Seminary offers, as preparatory to the work, 
are fo ealy of accefs. From the fmall number of young men, 
in this {chool of the prophets, it pleafed the Lord to deprive us 
of one, a few months fince. Mr. Owen, a promifing and devoted 
Miffionary, was fuddenly removed by death, at the clofe of a 
day, which, as ufual, had been employed in ufeful ftudies and 
exertions. ‘The Directors lament their lofs, and entreat the Lord 
to repair it by the introduction of others equally pious and de- 
voted. ‘l‘here are now at Gofport only fix ftudents: thefe, 
however, are diligently engaged in appropriate ftudies, and 
tome of them will foon be at liberty to enter upon the great 
work, particularly, Mr. Frey, one of the children of Abraham, 
and now, by grace, walking in the fteps of that great father ot 
the faithful. When Mr. Frey was firft taken under the patron- 
age of the Society, 1 was expected that his fervices would be 
devoted to the heathen in Africa. But it is with peculiar fatis- 
faction that the Directors concur in the defire exprefled by Mr. 
Frey to communicate to his brethren, the knowledge of Chrift, 
and to be the means of removing from their hearts that veil of 
ignorance and unbelief, which for fo many ages has hidden 
trom them the glories of the gofpel difpenfation,—they are 
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_thankful to the providence of.God, who has furnifhed them 
_ with an inftrument fo much adapted to this important occafion : 
~—None can {fo well enter into the feelings, the principles, and 
the {trong prejudices of a Jew, as one who has himfelf been ed- 
ucated in that religion, and has alfo been converted to the faith 
_of the gofpel :—None can be expected to commiferate with fuch 
{trong fympathy their moral ftate—or devote himfelf to their 
relief with more fincere and ardent folicitude, than one of 
their own nation, who has himielf been melted into con- 
trition by looking unto him whom their fathers pierced. It 
will alfo be a fource of fatisfaction to the Society, that a minif- 
try is thus to be opened, which is immediately and_fpecifically 
addreflec: to the ancient people of God, and thus a commence- 
ment made towards the difcharge of that immenfe debt of obli- 
gation and gratitude, which Chriltians are under to the Jews, 
as the medium through which they have received the ineftima- 
ble gift of the Sacred Oracles. The degree of fuccefs which 
may ultimately arife out of this endeavour to promote their 
converfion, we cheerfully refer to Him whofe wife and fover- 
eign purpofe has conneéted the falvation of Ifrael, with the ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles; & thus held out the encouraging intimation 
that the extenlive communication of the gofpel to the heathen, 
is the fignal which invites the exertions of Chriftians in favour 
of: the Jews alfo.—If this humble attempt fhould become the 
occafion of imprefling more generally upon the hearts of Chrif- 
tians, their duty with refpect to this people,—if it fhould excite 
more folemn and ftated prayer for their converfion,—if it fhould 
lead to more general and enlarged meafures to promote this 
end, we ihall unite in thankfulnefs to Him, who defpifes not 
the day of fmall things. The mode of proceeding, and the 
{tation where Mr. Frey is to commence his miniltry, are fubjects 
which will fhortly occupy our particular attention; and we 
truft that our Chriftian friends will bear this object on their 

minds, in their mot facred moments. 
lt would afford the moft cordial fatisfaction to the Direc- 
tors to fee a larger number of godly young men offering 
themfelves to the fervice of our adorable Saviour, in the exten- 
fion of his kingdom among the heathen. From the number, 
the piety, and the zeal of our congregations, it might have been 
expected that many, very many, would have become candidates 
for this honourable work, yea many more than the Socie- 
ty could poflibly employ ; but they {till find the labourers few, 
though the harveft be plenteous: they not only join with all 
their fellow Chriftians, in imploring the Lord of the harvett, 
more copioufly to pour, out his Holy Spirit on the churches, 
powerfully conftraining a hoft of willing labourers to fay,— 
** Here are we, fend us ;’’ but they alfo earneftly recommend it 
to their reverend brethren to encourage and ftimulate, by their 
animated 
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animated exhortations and miflionary fervor, perfons in their 
connexions, of picty and talents, to come forward to the help 
of the Lord againit the mighty, for they are aflured that it is 
not fo much a want of zeal as a want of information on this 
head that keeps them back; and that a proper reprefentation of 
the great variety of countries in which the gofpel is needed, to 
which eafy accefs may be obtained, where protection may be 
expected, and where the prolpect of fuccefs is flattering, would 
incline many to prefs to the work, efpecially when they are in- 
formed that in the Miflionary Seminary, they may probably ac- 
quire that degree of fitnefs for the work, an apprehenfion of the 
want of which, at prefent, operates as a difcouragement, and 
keeps them back. 

The Directors having thus ftated the principal occurrences 
and engagements of the paft year, with the profpedts that are 
opening on the Society, conclude their report with thankfulnefs 
to their God and your God, for the help hitherto afforded, and 
the encouragement with which he has favoured them. They 
truft, the Society will be enabled to prefs forward with increaf- 
ing ardour in the glorious, caufe. What God hath wrought, 
connected with the confideration of the greater things he has 
promifed, andin the fulfilment of which he will make ufe of the 
inftrumentality of men, are fuificient to engage our hearts, our 
hands, our fubitance, our influence, our example, our all for the 
glory of Chrift, and the falvation of men. 








Extracts from the London lon Evangelical Magazine. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The following intelligence will gladden the hearts of our Miffonas y 
Friends, and excite much thank/giving to God, whofe good provi- 
dence has favoured fo many of. the Miffionaries with a fafe voyage 
to the places af their deftination. 

LETYERS have lately been received from Tranquebar, 
from Mr. Ringletaube, Mr. Cran, and Mr. Defgranges, dated 
Jan. 22, and Feb. 11, 1805. They have met with a very kind 
reception, and are diligently employed in learning the Tamule- 
an language. 

Mr. Vois and Mr, Erhardt had departed for Ceylon, to com- 
mence their miffion in that ifland. It gives us great concern 
to find that Mrs. Vofs is no more; but the particulars of her 
deceafe have not yet arrived. The above information is from 
private letters ; the official letter to the Directors, fent by way 
of Madras, is not yet come to hand. 

A letter has alfo been received from Mr. Palm, dated Cape 
of Good Hope, March 16, 1805, which we fubjoin ; and from 
which we learn, that he and Mrs. Palm arrived there the 5th 
ef March, Mr. Kicherer and the Chriftian Hottentots had “ 
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rived before them. Mr. Kicherer was gone-to vilit his congre- 
gation at Zak River. He, however, returned in a few days af- 
ter the arrival of Mr. Palm ; and brought with him the breth- 
ren Albrichts and Sydenfaden. Here alfo they had the-fatis- 
faction of meeting with fix Hottentots of Dr. Vanderkemp’s 
congregation. ‘The Doétor himfelf was expected there fhortly. 
In about a week Mr. Palm expeéted to {ail for Tranquebar. 





“Tranflation of a letter from Mr. F. D. Palm, Miffionary to Ceylon, 
. to the Direétors of the Miffionary Society in Londag. | 


Bay or Goov Hope, March 16, 1805. 
Worthy Brethren in Jesus Christ, 

THE Lord, our faithful divine Director, has anew fo kindly 
proved his grace and mercy to us poor creatures, that we are 
unable fufficiently to thank him. He has brought us fafe and 
well to the Cape of Good Hope, on the sth inf. which is a fur- 
ther ftep toward our appointed place. Dear brethren, be thank- 
ful to the Lord that he has conducted us thus far; and I know 
you will do fo. It is the concern of your hearts, as fervants 
and followers of the Lord, that he may blefs his work, through 
your endeavours, that his bleffed gofpel may be declared ont e 
earth among the blind heathen; and that the praife of the Lord 
may become great among all people. I am too weak in myfelf 
to give fufficient thanks to the Lord, on a view of his love, 
help, and providence. O that | could. enough honour, ferve 
and obey him, my ever-gracious Preferver, according to the ev- 
erlafting wifh and defire of my heart ! 

Our voyage has been hitherto fo favourable, that we, as well 
as all on board the fhip, have been preferved healthy and un- 
hurt, except the fea-ficknefs in the early part of it ; with which 
my dear wife alfo was attacked, but in a moderate degree. 

The 5th of March we came to an anchor here, fafe and well, 
with joy and thankfulnefs; and went on fhore the following 
day. Our joy was now very great, and the gratitude of our 
hearts afcended in filent afpirations to God, for his having fo 
far mercifully conducted, preferved, and fupported us. 

Brother Kicherer, with the other brothers and fifters, had ar- 
rived before us at the Cape ; therefore, our coming was expect- 
ed by the Danifh packet Our friends received us with much 
joy. Wehoped to have found brother Kicherer and the others 
{till here ; and have fince had that fatisfaction; for though 
he was not in Cape Town when we reached it (his defire after 
his flock, like a faithful fhepherd, engaging him to be with 
them) yet he returned in a few days to the town, and with him 
our dear brothers Albrechts and Sydenfaden. He brought 
the good news that he had found his congregation at Zak Riv- 
er in a better fituation than he could have expected. <a 
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We had alfo the great pleafure of feeing at the Cape fix Hot- 
gentots (four men and two women) of Dr. Wanderkemp’s con- 
gregation, whom he fent with his waggons to purchafe neceffa- 
ries in the town. With thefe Hottentot brothers and filters we 
had foul-refrefhing converfation. They.fang very agreeably ; 
and a young maiden read a chapter in the Bible. Mrs. Smith, 
who inftruéts the flaves here, and is yet willing to go to Dr. 
Vanderkemp’s ftation, afked her after fhe had read, how long 
fhe would cleave to the Lord Jefus. She hid her face in the 
fheep’s {kin wherewith fhe was clothed, began to weep bitterly, 
and faid, ‘I will never leave Jefus: he is my only Saviour !” 
Brother Vanderkemp has received an order from Government 
to appear before them at the Cape: it is not yet known for 
what reafon : he is already on the way, and is expected here in 
a few days. We are glad that we fhall probably have an op- 
portunity of being acquainted with him. 

We are well off here in every refpe@, both for body and fou!. 
Thanks be to our merciful God and Saviour, who exercifes 
fuch loving-kindnefs towards us! May he mercifully further 
preferve and help us on our voyage, and prepare us to become 
ufeful and faithful labourers in his vineyard ! 

It will be eight days more, at Jeaft, before the fhip will be 
ready to fail. Now we recommend ourfelves again to the at- 
fectionate remembrance and prayer of the Directors; and I re- 
main, with all refpect and fincere love in Chrift, your humble 
brother, J. D. PALM. 

INDIA. 
Extra& of a letter from the Malabar Coaft. 

THERE are fome fmall congregations, in different parts of 
this coaft, calling themfelves Roman Catholic, which were cf- 
tablifhed by the Portuguefe, while they had poffleflion of the 
country. But the Portuguefe, in hope of reconciling the na- 
tives to their mode of worthip, have afhmilated the difgufling 
parade of their own ritual to the idolatrous worfhip which gen- 
erally prevailed. You may, therefore, conceive what a ftrange 
fcene their churches mult exhibit. I went one day to one of 
them. ‘They had a horrid bleeding figure nailed to a crois, 
reprefenting Chrift crucified. Whenever a curtain, which con- 
cealed the figure, was drawn up, the poor creatures began tear- 
ing their haig, beating their breafts, and {creaming in the moft 
hideous manner. On the curtain being dropped, the prieft, a 
native, began to addrefs the people in the Portuguefe and Mal- 
abar languages alternately; but they feemed all inattention, 
till the curtain was drawn up a fecond time, when they began 
to behave in the fame extravagant manner as before. They 
teem to have no idea whatever of true religion, and, [I think, 
are fully as much to be pitied as thofe who ftill worfhip their 
Fiindeo idols. | HORRID 
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HORRID SUPERSTITIONS ! 

We have occafionally mentioned the cruel rites prevailing among the 
Hindoos, particularly the burning of the widows of great men with 
the dead bodies of their hufbands. The following account of facri- 

jicing aged perfons and children, taken from the Afiatic Annual 

Regifler for 1803, is peculiarly affecting, and affords frefb caufe to 

abound in every vigorous method to evangelize the heathen, among 

whom barbarities fo dreadful are allowed, and confidered as fer- 
vices acceptable to their idols :-— 

“ THE dictates of bigotry appear to be ftill more ftrongly 
oppofed to the fentiments and feelings of nature, in the cuftom 
of offering human facrifices to the Ganges, where they are de- 
voured by the fharks. s1 Js hs wd 

“Thefe facrifices are of two defcriptions : firlt, of aged per- 
fons of both fexes, which are voluntary ; and of children, which 
of courfe are involuntary. - The fixed periods for the perform- 
ance of thofe rites are at the full moons in November and Jan- 
uary. 

“The cuftom of facrificing children arifes from fuperftitious 
vows made by the parents; who, when apprehenfive of not 
having ifflue, promifed, in the event of their having five chil- 
dren, to devote the fifth to the Ganges. 

“ The ifland of Sagor, where thefe inhuman rites are admin- 
iftered, is held to be peculiarly facred, from its being confidered 
as the termination of the Ganges ; and the junction of that riv- 
er with the fea is denominated The Place of Sacrifice. 

“So lately as November, 1801, fome European feamen be- 
longing to the pilot fervice of Bengal, being on fhore on the 
ifland, were witneffes to this horrid ceremony. The intorma- 
tion they gave before one of the juftices of the peace for Cal- 
cutta, was, on oath, to the following effect : 

«That, on going on fhore, they faw the entrails of a human 
body floating on the water; and, at the fame time, a great 
number of the natives affembled on the beech, as near as they 
could guefs, about 3000: that on afking a Fakeer, why fo ma- 
ny of the natives were put into the water, he anfwered, That the 
bead Fakeer had ordered them to go into the water to be de- 
voured by fharks, for the profperity of their refpeétive families : 
that they faw eleven men, women and boys thus deltroyed ; 
and it further appeared, by other inconteftible evidence, that 
the vidims deftroyed in November amounted to thirty-nine ; 
and moreover, that a boy, about twelve years old, who had 
been thrown into the river, having faved himfelf by {wimming, 
a Gofayne endeavoured to extend his protection to him ; but 
fingular and unnatural as it may appear, he was again feized 
and committed to deftruction by his own parents ! 

“'l'o prevent this practice, a law was enacted, (by the Britifh 
government) in March, 1802, declaring any perfon who fhould 
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aid or affift in forcing any individual to be a victim of this 
fuperftition, guilty of murder ; but, with refpeét to the volunta- 
ry facrifice of the aged and infirm, the practice prevailed {fo 
generally, and was confidered by the Hindoos, under fome cir- 
cumftances, fo inftrumental to their happinefs in a future ftate 
of exiftence, that it was doubted whether any rule could be 
adopted to prevent a prattice, not only rooted in the remotelt 
antiquity, but fanctioned by exprefs tenets in their molt facred 
books ; while the cuftom of facrificing children ftands not either 
on the prefcriptive laws of antiquity, or on any tenet of the 
Shanfcrit ; but, on the contrary, it is among the Hindoos ac- 
counted a pious and meritorious act to refcue a child from de- 
{truction, and afterwards adopt and maintain it ; neverthelefs, 
the vow by which the fifth child is devoted, is confidered to be 
nearly as binding as any written or prefcriptive law.” 
«? O, Chriftians! can you forbear to pray for the fpread 
of the gofpel ? 
Extra of a’ Letter from a refpeGable Clergyman in North Wales to 
a Friend in London, dated Fanuary 18th, 1805. 
THERE were fome very pleating circumitances attended 
the work of collecting the contributions of our different 
congregations, in aid of the Britifh and Foreign Bible Society, 
which I will take the liberty of relating to you. Soon after the 
eltablifhment of the above Society, 1 printed, in the Welch 
language, a {mall pamphlet ; containing, principally, accounts 
of miffions, and their various fuccefs in the feveral parts of the 
world where they are ftationed, with a view of exciting a mif- 
fionary f{pirit among our people; the greater part of whom 
were hitherto unacquainted with the perifhing ftate of the hea- 
then; nor had they any conception that a large proportion of 
mankind are deltitute of the word of God, as contained in the 
Holy Scriptures. In this work I took occafion to introduce an 
account of the formation of the New Bible Society, the necefli- 
ty of it, and the very important and glorious objeé it embrac- 
ed. Soon after this little publication was difperied and pretty 
generally read, I was frequently accofted by one or another ot 
our poor pious people, exprefling their joy that fuch a Society 
was formed ; and their hopes that public collections would be 
made in our congregations, towards the fupport of fo glorious 
awork. I replied, That collections would be made in due fea- 
fon.—Though I defigned, from the firft formation of the Soci- 
ety, to try what could be obtained by public colleétions, yet I 
thought that the country in general ought to be well informed 
on the fubject, before any confiderable fuccefs could be expect- 
ed. After my pamphlet was extenfively circulated, and I had 
converfed with perfons of all perfuafions, who had any influence 
in the country, I began to collect in the month of Auguft lait. 
Our 
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Our congregations, though not affluent, yet are numerous ; 
er many hundreds, and fometimes many thoufands of 
people. Iam unable to give you any conception of the feel- 
ings of our poor people on this occafion. When I informed 
them of the countlefs millions of guilty and miferable finners, 
like themfelves, who had no Bibles, were ** without Chrift and 
without God in the world,” but were worfhipping ftones, logs 
of wood, beafts, &c. or plunging into rivers to cleanfe them- 
iclves from their fins, totally ignorant of the “ fountain opened 
for fin and for uncleannedfs,”? 1 faw hundreds bathed in tears, 
aud overwhelmed with forrow and compaffion. When, again, 
I pointed out to them the prophecies and promifes contained in 
the word of God, of the call and converfion of thefe miferable 
benighted heathens, every countenance glittered with joy and 
exultation. I have frequently ftood at the door after preach- 
ing, and I never witnefled, on any occafion whatever, fuch ex- 
preflions of joy as I perceived in the countenances of the people 
when dropping their mites in the plate; efpecially the young 
perfons who had received inftruation in our Charity and Sun- 
day-Schools. Mothers brought their infants in their arms, that 
they might not be without the honour of contributing their 
pence towards fo glorious a caufe. One inftance particularly af- 
tected me :—A father came with his ten children together, each 
dropping afmall piece of money in the plate. At another col- 
lestion, a fervant girl, who had only three guineas and a half a 
year for her wages, put down a guinea. I might fill another 
iheet with fimilar inftances, but 1 forbear. 1 mention thefe, I 
hope, not by way of boalting ; but to thew the grace of God 
given to thefe poor people, that we may praife the God of all 
grace for it; and allio as a proof that our poor people not only 
want Bibles, but dearly love them; and that the hearty prayers 
of thoufands of them daily afeend to the court above, for the 
profperity and fuccefs of the Society in the purfuit and aecom- 
plifhment of its glorious objeé. . 

from what | have feen and have here related to you, I have 
no doubt but many thoufands of Welch Bibles would fell as 
{oon as they are brought into the country. Compared with 
what it was a century ago, what a bleifed change has taken 
place in the information and morals of my poor countrymen | 

1 am, dear Sir, yours faithfully and affeftionately. 


te GD Pa 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

WEDNESDAY the Ist. of January, 1806, the new brick Baptist 

Meeting-House, in Salem, wes dedicated. The introductory prayer 

was made by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin of Boston ; a Sermon was preached 

by the Rev. Mr. Belles, the Pastor, from 1 Kings, vill. 28,29. The 
cupcliding Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Chaplin of Danvers 
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